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What is VISIT?
VISIT - Virtual Institute for Satellite 

Integration Training

What is VISIT?
VISIT - Virtual Institute for Satellite 

Integration Training
CIRA – NOAA Cooperative Institute for 
Research in the Atmosphere at Colorado State 
University
CIMSS – NOAA Cooperative Institute for 
Meteorological Satellite Studies at University of 
Wisconsin-Madison
Links to World Meteorological Organization
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What are CIRA and CIMSS ??What are CIRA and CIMSS ??What are CIRA and CIMSS ??
NOAA Cooperative Institutes funded by 

NOAA/NESDIS and NOAA/NWS (via VISIT)
CIRA – Primarily involved in GOES Imager and 
new Polar Satellite applied research 
CIMSS – Primarily involved in GOES Sounder 
and new Polar Satellite applied research



CIMSS/CIRA/NESDIS/COMETCIMSS/CIRA/NESDIS/COMET
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Patrick Dills and Sherwood Wang
Cooperative Program for Operational Meteorology, Education 
and Training (COMET) - Boulder, Colorado
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Other CollaboratorsOther Collaborators

Jeff Wilson (Australia), Vesa Nietosvaara (Finland), WMO RMTCs 
NWS Warning Decision Training Branch (WDTB)

NWS Science and Operations Officers - SOOs
Numerical Weather Prediction and Climate Teams
NWS Interactive Forecast Preparation System Team
NESDIS Office of Research and Applications
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What is VISITview?What is VISITview?What is VISITview?

Platform independent distance learning software 
that allows instructor to connect live with many 
students to view same series of images 
containing graphics, text and annotations

Developed at CIMSS with help from VISIT team
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What is VISITview?What is VISITview?What is VISITview?
Evolving since 1999
Focused to meet needs of NOAA’s National 
Weather Service real-time teletraining program
Supports both live and recorded sessions
Enables real-time collaborations
Includes an integrated lesson builder
Freely available & sponsored by NOAA, CIMSS, 
CIRA



8

www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/



9

www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/
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VISITview Client-Server Topology

VISITview
Server

Audio Options:
* telephone
* VoIP
* text chat

Platforms:
* Windows
* Linux
* Mac OS
* Unix







Teletraining Courses/Sessions
Outlines/Student Guides

Teletraining Courses/Sessions
Outlines/Student Guides

Every Session has student guide:
Introduction/Goals/Level
Prerequisites
Installation Instructions
Training Session Options: 

– Interactive (live), Web-based with talking points, 
Web-based with VISITview, local VISITview, local 
or Web-based with recorded instructor audio and 
annotations

References/Additional Links
Information Contacts
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Using VISITviewUsing VISITviewUsing VISITview
Over 820 Training Sessions Done 
More than 13,500 Training Certificates Issued



Using VISITviewUsing VISITviewUsing VISITview
Evaluations? - Since September 2003, over 2,000 

Certificates Issued, sessions done



VISIT Evaluation Results (through May 10, 2004; 1501 evaluations)
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Using VISITviewUsing VISITviewUsing VISITview
Other agencies (Dept of Defense)  and Countries 
(Canada, Australia, Finland, Barbados, Costa Rica, etc.)
WMO Virtual Laboratory for Education and Training in 
Satellite Meteorology
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WMO Virtual Laboratory (VL) WMO Virtual Laboratory (VL) 
for Satellite Education…for Satellite Education…

WMO VL is a global network of specialized training 
centres created to meet user needs for increased skills 
and knowledge in using satellite data. 

Support WMO Strategy to Improve Satellite System 
Utilization by providing access to training and 
educational material, software and expertise on how to 
the utilize data, case studies and near real-time data.

WMO VL is a global network of specialized training 
centres created to meet user needs for increased skills 
and knowledge in using satellite data. 

Support WMO Strategy to Improve Satellite System 
Utilization by providing access to training and 
educational material, software and expertise on how to 
the utilize data, case studies and near real-time data.



EUMETSAT

NESDIS
CIRA

CIMSS
VISIT Niamey

Niger

Nanjing
China

San Jose
Costa Rica

Collaboration is the Key to Success

Melbourne
Australia

Narobi
Kenya

Bridgetown
Barbados

JMA NSMC

WMO Virtual 
Laboratory
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WMO Virtual Laboratory for WMO Virtual Laboratory for 
Satellite Data UtilizationSatellite Data Utilization

VISIT program supports  WMO VL through use of 
VISITview for teletraining and collaborations:

WMO Workshops at:
Nanjing China – December 2000
Melbourne, Australia – May 2002
Niamey, Niger - July 2003
Barbados – December 2003
Buenos Aires, Argentina – May 2004

VISIT program supports  WMO VL through use of 
VISITview for teletraining and collaborations:

WMO Workshops at:
Nanjing China – December 2000
Melbourne, Australia – May 2002
Niamey, Niger - July 2003
Barbados – December 2003
Buenos Aires, Argentina – May 2004
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www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/

www.ssec.wisc.edu/visit/satcollab.html



VISITview CollaborationsVISITview CollaborationsVISITview Collaborations
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VISITview VISITview -- OpportunitiesOpportunities

Expanding VISITview - Teletraining & Collaborations

NOAA/EUMETSAT Joint Training Activities

WMO Virtual Laboratory Focus Group –
Barbados & Costa Rica
Other RMTCs
World Wide RMTC Training Event

Expanding VISITview - Teletraining & Collaborations

NOAA/EUMETSAT Joint Training Activities

WMO Virtual Laboratory Focus Group –
Barbados & Costa Rica
Other RMTCs
World Wide RMTC Training Event



SummarySummarySummary

VISITview teletraining and collaboration tool:
- Freely available & supported by NOAA
- Gets training to users wherever they are
- Maximizes use of resources

- No technical boundaries 
- Opportunities –

WMO, NOAA, EUMETSAT…
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Questions???Questions???

Send email to: 
visitview@ssec.wisc.edu
To join mailing list send email to:
visitview-list-subscribe@ssec.wisc.edu

VISITview Homepage
www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/

Send email to: 
visitview@ssec.wisc.edu
To join mailing list send email to:
visitview-list-subscribe@ssec.wisc.edu

VISITview Homepage
www.ssec.wisc.edu/visitview/


